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The plants are considered as demi-gods and must be treated
with reverence, only the priests may touch them and then only
after washing their hands, and often sticks are used instead
of fingers. Hikuri (a kind of cactus) is thought to give protection;
if a man carries hikuli in his belt, the bear cannot harm him
and the deer becomes tamed so that it can be easily killed.......
The Christian natives make sign of the cross when coming
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"The Tantric form of later Hinduism, which, however,
is not divorced from its bases in yoga in Pauranic faith and
ritual seems to have taken its final colouring from the
character of Mongoloid cults, which it replaced. Among
the Mongoloid tribes women had far greater freedom in
marfiage, divorce, and other matters than we find in ortho-.
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dox Hindu society. Certain aspects of Vamacara Tantricism
have their bases evidently in this side of Indo-Mongoloid
life and ways. In fact, the worship of the Great Mother in
some of Her various shrines of Assam and East Bengal,
particularly in Kamakhya near Gaubhati, is looked upon as

being originally Kirata or Tibeto-Burman." (The Cultural
Heritage of India,Volume D).
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common until recent centuries.”
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The areca-nut plays an important part in courtship in

‘Minahassa, as it does all over the Archipelago.

R [0 (LT S ————

When the young Minahassa falls in love with a young
woman he ends her prepared areca-nut. If he accepts it, it is
. taken as a sign of encouragement, and the youngman sends
an emissary asking her to send him one. If he refuses to do
this or sends him one which is not prepared for chewing,
then it is a sign that he is rejectec, but if she wishes to become
his wife she sends him a well-grown nut, with the necessary
ingredients, and the lover knows that he is accepted.

_. (OETERE (TS ST &
.’ HE : Weeping, cut the aredca-nut-in two, weep no
more, for I will truly take you to me.
SHE : A iroung areca-nut I will cut in two, for you,
i my young love. The young areca-nut will I cut
in two, for I love you.
|| HE : Place one half of the young areca-nut in my
! mouth, and my feelings will be ever with you.
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Every Malaya house has a betel-box or betel-tray fitted
with the requisites for chewing. The mors humble article
is made of wood or brass. It is generally about eight inches
in diameter, shaped like the frustrum of a pyramid reversed,
uncovered and fitted with several brass or silver boxes, one
- without a cover to hold accessories such as cardamons and
cloves, and three covered for the essentials— catechu, lime
and tobacco. Finally, there is a small case, open at each
end, to hold the betel leaves (though this appears to be rare),
a metal spatula for spreading the lime on them and a curi-
ously shaped scissors for cutting the dried areca-nut into
small pieces. A complete set in old Malaya silverwork is a

much-prized possession.
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The betel-bags vary in size from small ones carried in
the waist belt, to very large ones, four feet or more in length.

The letter were carried by a seryant in processions or
journeys, slung over the shoulder. Noblemen were never

without an attendant carrying their betel-bags nd lime-box;
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